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Highlandtown Community Association

Meeting Minutes

January 19, 2015
	Present:
	Brain Sweeney (President) has sign-up sheet for list of attendees/members/board members on file

	Next meeting:
	January 19, 2014, 7:00pm, Breath of God Lutheran Church


Agenda Items

1) Call to Order/Pledge-Announcing of elections and waiving of membership dues.
2) President’s Report (Brian Sweeney)
Reported on agreed MOU and letter of support for Chris Taylor and Pompeii project. Kevin also described some of the MOU terms.
3) Reading of Minutes (Derek Miller) (not done, due to no meeting in December beyond Holiday Party, re-emphasized waiving of dues for 2015)
4) Abbreviated Treasurer’s Report (Agnes Arnold) details will be posted to the HCA website; not available today, but will be posted
5) New Business/Announcements
a) Jeff from Councilman Kraft’s office
-“Flick on at 5pm” program-turn outdoor front lights on at 5pm to brighten the streets.
-4-5th grade coed league for baseball is starting, need volunteers as coaches and umpires, 
-This coming Mon-Tues, office will perform Homelessness count/survey to see how many are in shelters from midnight-6am, donations for outerwear and first-aid kits are welcomed
b) Kara Miller (Gough St resident)-Highland Ave Tree Pit box projects planning meeting on Jan 26th
c) Agnes spoke to Andy Dahl about remaining Highlandtown Arts funds to be used for community arts. They have around 2k for a community arts fund. Andy will come make a presentation, possibly at next meeting
d) Nick-COP walks still happening every Thursday at 7pm at the Laughing Pint. If there are any issues that need attention, come to the walk or let Nick know about any issues. 
6) Committee Reports
1) Traffic Safety (Erin Kirley) completed sign audit around the neighborhood. It is ready to be sent off to the city. This will help with parking issues, 4 way stops, and removing unnecessary signage. Asking for traffic remediation via stop signs for Highland and East Ave to help with slowing traffic.

2) Greening-(Mike Dorsey) spoke about the need for more trees and will be presenting a more comprehensive plan in March.  A few residents voiced concerns over a need for additional trees and tree-pits
3) Neighborhood Garden Project-Kevin-all of grant dollars are used, new fencing is there, Leverton to be paved next to garden to add parking which can be enforced by city
4) Code Enforcement-(Travis Ducote)-housing code violations, appealed to neighbors to help with looking into vacant properties or bank-owned properties
5) Patterson Park Neighbors -(Mark  Parker-PPNA Liason)-PPNA had elections as well, voted in new president, Patterson Place is now a part of PPNA officially, Thursday night pick up basketball games at Breath of God. Visits to new neighbors on January 31st from 2-4pm and Feb 8th from 1-3pm. 

6) Agnes-May 30th Blockenstein (community yard sale) save the date, Brian Sweeney indicated that this may be combined with the Art Cart Derby this year.
7) Guest Speakers 
-Mary Colleen Bitner– Redline Project –bid for construction this summer, residents are to reach out to representatives for any concerns for funding
-Retrofit Baltimore (Paul)-helping people do solar improvements for their homes, offer co-op programs for discounts on installation and equipment.
-Councilman Brandon Scott-updated on Highlandtown Elem-Middle #237 expansion plan, Need for accountable school board, body cameras for police officers rolling out pilot likely this summer

-Officer Beal-reminded neighbors to report any suspicious activity via 911 and to provide as detailed descriptions as possible regarding drug calls. There have been a number of robberies in the area, Officer Beal provided neighbors with a list of best practices to help to remediate the threat of robbery. Also spoke of new shift for police officers from 11-1 to allow for more coverage during shift changes.

8) Elections-Officer positions of VP and Secretary were up for re-election. Nick Kirley and Derek Miller voted in to these positions, respectively. Robyn Dorsey and Mark Parker were voted in as new board members, while Louis Deal, Millicent Hoffman, and David Douglass were re-elected. Board terms have ended for Donald Kolb, Patt Younce, and Jurgen Joslin. This left a vacancy for the Seargeant at Arms position, for which Travis DuCote was voted to assume responsibility.

12) Meeting Ended at approximately 8:30pm
